
  The 2017 Tree Order Forms are 
now available in the office.  The 
species available are:  American 
Arborvitae, Austrian Pine, Colora-
do Blue Spruce, Eastern White 
Pine, Norway Spruce.  Also Ameri-
can Cranberry, Black Cherry, 
Common Lilac, Pin Oak, Pond Cy-
press, Red Bud, Red Osier Dog-
wood, Sugar Maple, Sweet Gum. 

   The Homeowner   Packet is 
available with an assortment of 
trees. It contains two each of five 
different varieties.  They  are: Col-
orado Blue Spruce, Red Bud, 
Common Lilac, Sugar Maple, Pin 
Oak. 

  Three seed packets are offered.  
Wildflower, Hummingbird blend, 
and Bird and Butterfly seed.  The 
Wildflower seed contains 10-12 
different annual and 10-12  differ-
ent perennial species adapted for 
this area.  Hummingbird blend 

contains 4-6 different annual and 
4-6 different perennial varieties.  
Bird and Butterfly seed contains 7-
9 different annual and 7-9 differ-
ent perennial varieties. 

 This program is open to the pub-
lic and orders will be accepted un-
til March 17, 2017.  Payment is re-
quired when orders are placed.  
There is no warranty or guarantee 
on the seedlings.    The seedlings 
are  packaged in packets of ten. 

  Orders will be available for 
pickup from the office the middle 
of April.  Post cards will be mailed 
with information on the specific 
delivery date and time. 

  Stop in the office if you have 
questions or need help in develop-
ing a planting plan for a wind-
break.  Pictures and species infor-
mation are available. 

  Farmers, ranchers, and private forest 
landowners can now do business with 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) through a new online 
portal. Conservation Client Gateway gives 
producers the ability to work with con-
servation planners online to access Farm 
Bill programs, request assistance, and 
track payments for their conservation 

activities. Too busy for an office visit? 
You can even complete signatures online! 
Over 80 producers have already taken 
advantage of the new portal in Wiscon-
sin. You can be next.  

                      (continued on Page 3) 
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2017 

Tree Order Forms Are Now Available 

Conservation Client Gateway 

Too Busy for an Office Visit?   Ohio Farmers Can Now Request Conservation            

Assistance Easily Online! 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway


January –March 2017 Newsletter 

  The SWCD will be taking orders for fish fingerlings soon.  
The types of fish available are:  largemouth bass, blue gill, 
channel catfish, minnow, and white amur.  The bass, blue 
gill, and channel catfish are available in lots of 25, the 
minnow in lots of 100 and the white amur are ordered 
individually. 

  The fish sale is an opportunity for pond owners to stock 
or re-stock the ponds at a reasonable cost. 

  Orders will be accepted until April 24.  Payment is ex-
pected when placing the order. The fish will be delivered 
to the SWCD office on Wednesday, May 3 at 3:00 p.m. 

  Stocking recommendations for a one acre pond are: 

 
 100 largemouth bass 
 500 blue gill 
 100 channel catfish 
 500-1000 fat head minnow 
   

White amur recommendations are based on the amount 
of weed cover in the pond.  If the pond has 20-40% vege-
tation the recommendation is 10 amur; above 40% weed 
cover the recommendation is 15 amur. 

  Orders  will be boxed and ready at the time of delivery.  
Order forms are available in the office or on the website. 
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Two New Faces in the Office 

   

  Hi everyone, my name is     

Jeremy Gerding, I started 

on October 24, 2016 as 

your new District Techni-

cian for Van Wert County.  

I am from Putnam County, 

Ohio and I live in Glan-

dorf.   

  This past May I graduat-

ed from Ohio State Agri-

cultural technical Institute  

in Wooster, Ohio.  I gradu-                                     

              ated from ATF with an  Asso-

ciates Degree in Crop Man-

agement and Soil and Water Conservation. I am excited 

to get a job  in the field I went to school for. 

  Getting this job has started a new chapter in my life, 

and I am excited to get started on this journey.  Ever 

since I was in high school, I wanted to become a soil 

and water conservationist because I wanted to help out 

the environment.   I am looking forward to writing 

plans to better the environment here in Van Wert Coun-

ty.  I am also excited that I will be working with you, 

the farmers, to help make your farms better, by helping 

with erosion control, windbreaks, and conservation 

practices to name a few.  I look forward to meeting and 

working with you!        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hello my name is Tam-

my Campbell and I am the 

new Educational Coordi-

nator for Van Wert Soil 

and Water Conservation 

District.   

  I am married to Tony 

Campbell and have two 

grown sons Alex and 

Bryce.  Alex works in           

robotics and automation   

and Bryce is at The Ohio      

   State University studying 

Ag Engineering. I studied Botany at Miami Universi-

ty in Oxford, Ohio and have a minor in Environmen-

tal Science. Many of you might know me already if 

you are interested in gardening.  I have worked most 

of my adult life in retail landscaping.  Hoping to 

meet new people and old friendsΦ 
  I am looking forward to getting out in our commu-

nity and interacting with other people.  If you know 

someone who would like to have a program sched-

uled please contact me at the office.     

Jeremy Gerding Tammy Campbell 

Fish Fingerlings for Sale 
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Conservation Client Gateway (continued) 

“What used to require a trip to a USDA service center can 
now be done from a home computer through Conservation 
Client Gateway,” said Terry Cosby, Ohio State Conserva-
tionist. ““Our goal is to make it easy and convenient for 
farmers to work with USDA by offering more options.” The 
portal enables farmers, ranchers and private landowners 
to securely: 

 Request NRCS technical and financial assistance; 

 Review and sign conservation plans and practice 
schedules; 

 Complete and sign an application for a conservation 
program; 

 Review, sign and submit contracts and appendices for 
conservation programs; 

 Document completed practices and request certifica-
tion of completed practices; 

 Request and track payments for conservation pro-
grams; and 

 Store and retrieve technical and financial files, includ-
ing documents and photographs. 

  Conservation Client Gateway is entirely voluntary, giving 
producers a choice between conducting business online or 
traveling to a USDA service center. Customers can log in 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to electronically sign docu-
ments, apply for conservation programs, access conserva-
tion plans, report practice completion, or track the status 
of conservation payments. Through Conservation Client 
Gateway, producers have their conservation information 
at their fingertips and they can save time and gas money 
by reducing the number of trips to USDA service centers.   
   

  Conservation Client Gateway is available to individual 
landowners and will soon be extended to business entities, 
such as Limited Liability Corporations. It is part of the 
agency’s ongoing Conservation Delivery Streamlining Ini-
tiative, which will feature additional capabilities in the fu-
ture.  For more information about Conservation Client 
Gateway, visit: www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway 

   The Van Wert SWCD held the 67th annual meeting and 

election for the Board of Supervisors at Vantage Career 
Center on the evening of December 6. 

Bob Gehres was elected to his sixth term as a mem-
ber of the Van Wert SWCD Board of Supervisors and 
will serve until 2019.  Craig Pohlman was also elect-
ed to his fourth term as a member of the Van Wert 
Board of Supervisors and will serve until 2019.  We 
would like to thank Kris Young for participating in 
the election. 

Todd and Jeff Matthews were honored as Coopera-
tors of the Year for 2015.  They were recognized for 

their conservation efforts.  Katie Vorst was recog-
nized for receiving the SWCD College Scholarship 
Award.  Lou Ann Cooke, Governor’s Regional Liason 
presented both award winners with a Proclamation 
from the Governor. 

 The speaker for the evening, Dr. Chris Winslow 
from The Ohio State University Extension addressed 
issues critically important to Lake Erie water quality. 

  A big “Thank You” to :  Baughman Tile, Farm Cred-
it, Mercer Landmark-Glenmore, VW Auto, Pond 
Seed, Burtch Seed, Mercer Landmark-Ohio City and 
Williamson Insurance for door prizes. 

Annual Meeting Highlights….. 

Jeff Ankney, ODA Program Spe-
cialist with newly elected Board 

members. 

Matthews receives award 

from Kemler, Board member. 

Vorst, scholarship winner, 
recognized by Rice, Board 

member 

Dr. Winslow addressing the 

audience. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/clientgateway
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Board of Supervisors 

 

Darryl Ricketts 

Dave Kemler 

Craig Pohlman 

Bob Gehres 

Dick Rice 

 

SWCD Staff 

Julie Buggle, Office Manager 

Jeremy Gerding, District Technician 

Tammy Campbell, Education Coordinator 

 

NRCS Staff 

Ken Kottenbrock, District Conservationist 

Tinina Hale, Civil Engineer 

Noel Morris, Soil Conservation Tech 

Steve Brown, PF Farm Bill Biologist 

Upcoming Dates ~ 
 

January 2     New Year’s Day—Holiday 

January 3     Tree Seedling Sale Begins 

January 11      SWCD Board Meeting—8 AM 

January 16     MLK Day—Holiday  January 21    

January 19      Park District Meeting—2:30 PM 

February 8      SWCD Board Meeting—8 AM 

February 16      Park District Meeting—2:30 PM 

February 20      President’s Day—Holiday 

February 26-28      OFSWCD Annual Meeting in Columbus 

March 8      SWCD Board Meeting—8 AM 

March 16      Park District Meeting—2:30 PM 

March 17      End of tree sale 

 

Van Wert SWCD 

1185 Professional Drive 

Van Wert, OH  45891 


